#41) The Assassin 


1S WELL- 


KNOWN, EVEN 
IN KYOTO. 


f- C'MON! ’ 


LETS 
HAVE A 
MATCH/! 


z BUT...IT'S 


UNREASONABLE 
TO COMPARE 
YOURSELF 


TO THE 
MASTER... 


You 


MUST BE 
SEIJOURO'S 
DISCIPLE!/ 


KEEP YOURSELF 
ALIVE UNTIL 


ye 


HK 


HES Too 
SCARED. 


YOUR 
STROKES 
ARE SO 
FEEBLE! 


INSHUN, 
WATCH OUT! 
HE'S GOT A 

FIST FULL 


Yi, 
ify 


DEFEAT 
YOU, THEN 
CAN I CLAIM 
TO BE 
STRONG? 


YOUVE GOT 

NO COMPETITION 
AMONGST ANY OF 
THE STRAY SAMURAI 
THAT HAVE BECOME 
SO COMMON 
THESE DAYS... 


REALLY 
STRONG. 


IF YOu 
DEFEAT ME, 
YOU CAN CALL 
YOURSELF 
THE MIGHTIEST 
OF ALL. 


THE SECOND 
GENERATION 


NATURAL 
BORN HE'S 
THE PERFECT 
EXAMPLE OF 
NATURAL BORN 
GENIUS! 


INEVITABLY, HIS 
AT THIS VERY OPPONENTS 
‘MOMENT. BECOME AWARE } 


a OF THEIR OWN A ~| 
MEDIOCRITY. ay 


ARE 
{ you Tryinc 
TO SAY THAT 


THE 
GREAT INEI 
IS INA 
CLASS ALL BY 
HIMSELF! 


/ 


JUST A KID, 
YET HES RISKED 
HIS LIFE IN 
BATTLE 
COUNTLESS 
NUMBERS OF 
TIMES... 


AY WO a! ee EL 
LUE OTN RE mT 
\ ¥ WF Hi] jf yy i 


mee 4 
f,, / 


ie, 


| 


POM 


7 \ iN Ml ‘ 


MIYAMOTO 
i MUSASHL... 


ITS AS 
IF YOURE 
PUTTING YOUR 
LIFE BEHIND 
EACH AND EVERY 
ONE OF YOUR 
ATTACKS. 


BOWERJENCOUNTERS 
SOMEONE SKILLFUL 


IS THE FIRST 
TIME VE 
ACTUALLY SEEN 
MY MASTER 


AFTER HEARING 
HOW HE SINGLE- 
HANDEDLY TOOK 
‘ON THE YOSHIOK) 


TAKING ON 
‘THE SECOND 
GENERATION 
MASTER OF 
HOZOIN! 


EASILY BEAT 
THOSE OTHER 
‘MONKS. 


AND 
RIGHT NOW, 
MY MASTER'S 
GOT INSHUN 

ON THE 


A [FAMOUS IN KYOTO 


AS A YOSHIOKA 
oR my SAMURAL BUT HE'S 


HHEY!! 


MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI IS 
INVINCIBLE!! 


ON THIS, 
HIS FIRST 
ENCOUNTER 
WITH INSHUN 
OF HOZOIN... 


MIYAMOTO | 
MUSASHI 
FELT AN 

OVERWHELMING 


INSHUN/! 


WHEN 
HUMANS 
BATTLE 
ONE 
ANOTHER, 


A CERTAIN 
DEMON 
OBSERVES IN 
SILENCE, 
WAITING IN 
ANTICIPATION. 


WAITING TO 
DEVOUR OUR 
VERY SOULS. 


IT SITS STILL, 
OBSERVING FROM 
‘THE DARKNESS... 


IT CLINGS 
To Ls... 


NEVER MOVING 
ON ITS OWN... 


PATIENTLY IT 
WAITS, UNTIL 
FINALLY THE 
WEAK SEEK 
REFUGE WITHIN 
ITS DARKNESS... 


DONT 
THINK YOUVE 
ALREADY 


No 
¥ you? 
; SS wo 


ACCEPT 
YOUR 
DEFEAT/! 


MUSASHI 
KNOWS ONLY 
TOO WELL 
HOW THE 
DEMON “FEAR™ 
CAN MAKE 
EVEN THE 
MIGHTIEST 
OF MEN 
FALL. 


TO 
TAKE DOWN 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI!! 


NO ONES 
BEEN WILLING 
TO RISK THEIR 
LIFE To TRY 


IVE 
NEVER 
EXPERIENCED 
A FIGHT 
LIKE THIS 


MIYAMOTO: 
MISASHI.,. 


AT'S 
GOING TO 
MAKE ME 
EVEN STRONGER 


THIS “MATCH 
WILL “MAKE ME 
ONGER! 


» DEVILS AND 
DEMONS 
WILL FALL 
BEFORE 
MEL! 


Wh, 
y Wy 
MA 


MUSASHI'S 
STILL ON HIS 
FEET AFTER 
TAKING ALL 
OF INSHUIN'S 

BLOWS... 


HIMSELF, JUST 
TOYING WITH 
HIM... 


JUST BARELY 
AVOID FATAL 
BLOWS!! 


EVEN 
AGAINST 
INSHUN// 


BEAST 
LURKING 
DEEP IN THE 
FOREST... 


THAT 
BASTARD 
ESCAPED!! 


HUH’? 
WHERE 
DID GION 
TOM Go? 


MIYAMOTO'S 
ATTACKS 


CLEARLY 
REFLECT HIS 
FEAR AND 

UNEASE, 


ITS AS IF 

INSHUN IS 

EMBRACING 
HIS OPPONENT 
FOR OFFERING 
SUCH A GREAT 


NEITHER 


IN FACT, 
HIS ATTACKS 


BEYOND THIS 
FIGHT? 


CANT’ MOVE MY. 
RIGHT ARM... 


BLEEDING... 
WONT, STOP! 


IT'S DARK. 


Se 


- fy 
Ks res 


THIS 
BATTLE OF 
LIFE AND 
DEATH... 


About Vagabond and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


Takehiko Inove's Vagabond, based on Ej 
Yoshikawa's novel Musashi, is 2 fictional 
account of the life of Miyamoto Musashi 
(1584-1645), The historical figure Miyamoto 
Masashi, author of the philosophical state 
Ay guide A Book of Five Rings, was a mas 
ter of the sword and was revered as a 
“swordsaint” He founded the Niten Ichi 
style of sword fighting wich is typified ty 
fighting with both ong and short swords at 
‘once, holding the long sword with the right 
hand and the short sword with the left 
‘Musashi was also a mastar of the “gentler 
‘arts"he wes a master of sume (black ink 
drawings), metalworking, and woodcarving 
The fins, The Samurai Trilogy, directed ty 
Hiroshi Inagaki and starring Toshiro Mitune 
‘were also based on Yoshikawa's Musas 


About the Author 


Vagabond was created by Taketito Inove, 
author othe bestselling manga Stam Dunk, 
with ove 100 milion copies in print wore 
wide. Far his work on Vagabond, Inowe 
received the 2000 Media Arts award for 
Manga from the Japanese Ministry of 
Culture as well es the 2000 Kodansha 
Award ‘or best manga. Most recently in 
2002, koue's Vagabond received the pres 
tigius Teruka award for best manga. To 
date, Vagabond has sold well over 22 mit 
lion copies throughout the word, In addition 
tohis numerous manga tes, Inove also cre 
‘ated te character designs for the 
PlayStaion basketball game, One on One. 


¥saying about Vagabond. 


le 


This is the LAST page of this comic! 


Vagabond bas been printed t0 read from right to left in its original 
Japanese tormat-presenting Takehiko Inoue's dynamic artwork the way it 
was meant to be seen! 


When most Japanese comics are published in English, a mirror image of 


the original artwork is printed in order to accommodate the left 10 right 
reading orientation of English, For this reason, errors in continuity 
occasionally oceur and characters who were originally righthanded 
suddenly become lefthanded, In order to present manga in its purest form, 
Vagabond is being printed to vead from right to left. This way, kimono are 
worn with the fet side over the right and the samurai’s long and short 
‘swords are carried on the left sie, the way they were traditionally worn 


To properly enjoy Vagabond, start from the other end of this comic and 
read from right to left 


‘A note on names: The names presented within the context af this comic 
are presented in the vraditional Japanese order—sumame, fllowed by fist 
name, “Miyamoto” is Miyamoto Musashis last name and “Musashi” is his 
first name. The name of the creator of Vagabond, however, has been 
presented first name frst, last namo sacond. “Takohiko’ is the authors first 
name and "Inoue" is his last name 


